
The American Federation Of Aviculture

(AFA)
The American Federation of Aviculture was formed in March 1974 in Southern California in response to proposed state legislation which would have narrowly restricted or banned ownership of exotic birds.  AFA is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization incorporated in the state of California, with a membership base of over 5000 individuals nationwide and worldwide.  AFA is also a federation, a united group of over 200 affiliated bird clubs representing over 50,000 aviculturists.

The Mission Of AFA Is To Save Avian Species Worldwide.  In order to accomplish this goal, AFA is involved in activities with goals which promote the mission:  Conservation, avian research, education, publications, conferences, and monitoring state and national legislation and regulation.

AFA’s annual conference provides an opportunity for individuals and club members to meet and attend lectures on conservation topics.  The first annual convention was held in San Diego in 1975.  The twenty-second annual convention was held in Concord, California, in August 1996.

Two days at the annual conference are provided for official meetings of the Board of Directors and the House of Delegates.  Each affiliated club elects delegates, which form the House of Delegates.  Club delegates elect regional Vice-presidents and the principal officers of the organization:  President, First and Second Vice-presidents, Chief Financial Officer and Secretary.  The principal officers along with the elected regional Vice-presidents form the Board of Directors, which guide the organization.  The business office is located in Phoenix, Arizona, and operates under the direction of the AFA president.

The AFA publishes a bi-monthly magazine, the “AFA Watchbird”.  The first issue was published in August on 1974.  Two names, which appeared on the masthead of the very first issue, are still there, Sheldon Dingle, Managing Editor, and Jean Hessler, Art Director.  Their efforts have maintained the consistent high quality publication that provides the up-to-date information needed by breeders and keepers of exotic birds.  The outstanding photography is well matched by the technical excellence of the information in the articles on birds.

The AFA works to promote the interests of aviculture in the U.S., funds grants for research on avian disease and on nutrition, and funds grants for captive breeding and conservation projects both within the U.S. and outside the U.S.  Funds may be donated tot he AFA with instructions for dedication to a specific project., such as the Red-Fronted Macaw Project.  For a listing of various conservation and research projects funded by AFA, please refer to pages 5 and 6 of the CITES Supplement, Fall, 1994. The AFA represents the avicultural community at CITES meetings.

The American Federation of Aviculture is the one national avicultural organization, which has actively promoted aviculture for the past twenty two years and continues to pursue this goal with vigor.


